
Table C-21.  Science, engineering, and health postdoctoral appointees in doctorate-granting institutions,
by detailed field: 1990-97
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Field 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

..................................Total, all surveyed fields 29,519 30,806 32,680 34,254 36,289 35,828 37,028 37,928

............Total, science and engineering fields 21,773 22,813 23,829 24,605 25,734 26,087 26,513 26,806

.............................................Sciences, total 19,834 20,570 21,478 22,171 23,144 23,459 23,851 23,868

..............................Physical sciences, total 5,566 5,691 5,758 5,640 5,849 5,829 5,803 5,836
................................................Astronomy 184 210 206 219 246 276 312 317

.................................................Chemistry 3,630 3,647 3,564 3,555 3,710 3,637 3,568 3,692
.....................................................Physics 1,724 1,814 1,949 1,827 1,849 1,820 1,837 1,728

..........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 28 20 39 39 44 96 86 99

...............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 591 623 690 762 815 845 859 934
..............................Atmospheric sciences 57 59 64 81 89 88 80 98

............................................Geosciences 343 369 399 423 435 440 449 486
.........................................Oceanography 170 161 186 204 237 258 244 258

...........Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 21 34 41 54 54 59 86 92

...............................Mathematical sciences 248 206 201 224 239 259 326 303

....................................Computer sciences 71 120 144 164 183 213 247 315

..................................Agricultural sciences 524 565 630 698 705 688 665 692

............................Biological sciences, total 11,932 12,479 13,172 13,785 14,417 14,672 14,918 14,872
...................................................Anatomy 463 509 496 462 503 506 537 578

............................................Biochemistry 2,174 2,120 2,157 2,368 2,379 2,409 2,466 2,532
.....................................................Biology 1,360 1,398 1,475 1,460 1,576 1,601 1,633 1,537

.............................Biometry/epidemiology 97 100 122 131 128 153 153 159
................................................Biophysics 118 156 176 176 184 230 252 240

......................................................Botany 449 488 492 511 590 630 599 596
..............................................Cell biology 1,258 1,264 1,308 1,441 1,649 1,764 1,725 1,717

....................................................Ecology 57 49 60 65 88 95 107 131
..........................Entomology/parasitology 212 236 223 223 190 179 183 216

...................................................Genetics 614 625 671 665 661 752 719 715
...........Microbio., immunology, & virology 1,469 1,715 1,784 1,881 1,924 1,943 1,975 2,005

....................................................Nutrition 131 171 196 210 192 186 198 209
.................................................Pathology 1,018 1,075 1,170 1,202 1,256 1,188 1,220 1,360

..........................................Pharmacology 1,104 1,153 1,286 1,327 1,375 1,401 1,418 1,322
................................................Physiology 1,043 1,060 1,139 1,150 1,109 1,026 1,089 1,096

....................................................Zoology 162 161 165 174 171 164 135 108
...................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 203 199 252 339 442 445 509 351

................................................Psychology 464 507 523 520 546 577 589 560

.................................Social sciences, total 438 379 360 378 390 376 444 356
.............................Agricultural economics 57 39 49 46 45 39 56 50

...............Anthropology (cultural & social) 64 51 59 52 57 67 74 59
...............Economics (except agricultural) 37 40 22 38 46 27 16 19

...............................................Geography 19 15 22 28 26 16 22 12
................................................Linguistics 38 14 26 29 20 16 36 19

.......................................Political science 66 78 49 35 44 36 35 31
.................................................Sociology 94 90 72 72 78 91 127 102

............................Sociology/anthropology 2 1 3 5 4 0 0 0
..............................Social sciences, other 61 51 58 73 70 84 78 64

.........................................Engineering, total 1,939 2,243 2,351 2,434 2,590 2,628 2,662 2,938
..............................Aerospace engineering 67 77 92 116 100 101 109 125
.............................Agricultural engineering 33 35 37 39 45 46 48 58
.............................Biomedical engineering 72 61 81 85 141 134 143 158

................................Chemical engineering 550 568 535 526 521 569 541 626
........................................Civil engineering 168 185 187 181 210 200 230 234

................................Electrical engineering 241 339 313 383 407 378 393 505
..................................Engineering science 76 117 71 78 95 101 93 115

....................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 6 27 38 63 53 29 28 27
.............................Mechanical engineering 220 324 349 355 383 402 417 436

.......................Metallurgical/materials eng. 363 392 450 403 441 490 496 464
...................................Nuclear engineering 30 29 34 40 39 28 28 33

.....................................Engineering, other 113 89 164 165 155 150 136 157

.........................................Total, health fields 7,746 7,993 8,851 9,649 10,555 9,741 10,515 11,122
................................................Clinical fields 6,184 6,366 7,065 7,614 8,329 7,428 8,019 8,489

...........................................Dental sciences 53 77 75 102 195 227 172 173
........................................................Nursing 23 28 28 40 48 43 23 34

.............................Pharmaceutical sciences 487 475 486 534 575 504 509 483
.......Preventive medicine/community health 218 204 231 248 264 291 307 348

........................Speech pathology/audiology 28 41 47 49 40 53 46 36
.....................................Veterinary sciences 102 119 117 133 138 159 190 217

........................................Other health fields 651 683 802 929 966 1,036 1,249 1,342

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/SRS, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and Engineering


